provide aetans or weapons or fissile material production. 1 he committee snares the view of President Reagan's Blue Ribbon Task Group on Nuclear Weapons Program Management:
One of the national security responsibilities of DOE leadership is to make available sufficient information to allow informed public debate on nuclear weapon issues. The Task Group urges that DOE review its classification procedures to ensure that criteria are based upon current requirements rather than historical precedent.5
The Secretary of Energy has statutory authority under the Atomic Energy Act to declassify restricted data, and Secretary O'Leary has begun what she has said will be a continuing process with the declassification of some plutonium stockpile data on December 7, 1993. In addition, the 1993 Defense Authorization Act specifically granted authority to declassify stockpile information if the United States and Russia reach agreement on reciprocal release of such data.
In Russia, some organizations with major responsibilities in these areas (such as the Foreign Ministry and GOSATOMNADZOR, the Russian equivalent of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission) appear not to have access to information relating to nuclear stockpiles that is necessary to carry out their duties. The need to provide this information to the United States would
envisioned in this chapter, and the long time over which they were produced, ambiguities can be expected in this case as well, requiring similar efforts to resolve them.
5 "Report of the President's Blue Ribbon Task Group on Nuclear Weapons Program Management," July 1985, p. 13, cited in Energy Research Foundation and Natural Resources Defense Council, Rethinking Plutonium: A Review of Plutonium Operations in the US. Nuclear Weapons Complex (Washington, D.C.: April 1992), pp. 52-53.
The primary relevant language from the Atomic Energy Act is Section 142: "(a) The Department [of Energy] shall from time to time determine the data, within the definition of Restricted Data, which can be published without undue risk to the common defense and security and shall thereupon cause such data to be declassified and removed from the category of Restricted Data." In the case of Restricted Data determined to "relate primarily to the militarization of atomic weapons," this determination must be done jointly with the Department of Defense. The recent modification to this language appears in the conference report on the Department of Defense Authorization Act, Report 102-966, October 1,1992, p. 338.
7 For example, while President Yeltsin has given GOSATOMNADZOR responsibility for regulating safeguards and security over both military and civilian nuclear materials in Russia, GOSATOMNADZOR officials report that they have been denied the access to information and facilities necessary to carry out this responsibility. See Mark Hibbs, "Watchdogs Say MINATOM Withholding Material Theft and Diversiontements by Victor Mikhailov, Russia's Minister of Atomic Energy, suggesting that Russia had significantly larger stockpiles of weapons and HEU than previously believed, have highlighted those uncertainties (see Chapter 2).
